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Bronfman, president, World Jewish Congress; and
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity.

Remarks on the National Drug
Control Strategy in Coral Gables,
Florida
April 29, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you. Didn’t
Rachel do a good job? Give her another
hand. She was great, wasn’t she? [Applause]

Principal Heise, thank you for hosting us
today, and for your fine remarks, which I
heard from behind the way there. I’m de-
lighted to be on this stage with our two Cabi-
net members from Miami, Attorney General
Reno and Secretary Rubin, and with General
McCaffrey, who moved the SOUTHCOM
here and wishes he were from Miami. You
can tell by the Spanish speech he gave you.
And he’s doing a wonderful job, and I’m very
proud of him.

I want to thank three of your distinguished
State officials who came in with me today
who are here: Lieutenant Governor Buddy
MacKay, Attorney General Bob Butterworth,
and Senator Daryl Jones, who has a son here
somewhere—there he is. Your son is clap-
ping for you, Daryl.

I want to thank Alvah Chapman and
Marilyn Culp and Tad Foote and local tele-
vision and other media executives. Judge
Goldstein, of the local drug court, I thank
him and all those involved in the drug court.
I thank Dorothy Perry and all the community
leaders.

I want to thank all these young people in
D–FY–IT. And I thank not only those who
are here, but those who came out to the air-
port to meet me. We have the leader of
America’s Coast Guard, the leader of our
Customs Service and others here today,
along with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and General McCaf-
frey.

We are here in Miami to announce a new
drug strategy because of what Miami is doing
to make the children of Miami and the future
of Miami drug free. I thank all of you who
have been any part of that—the local offi-
cials, the religious leaders, the community
leaders, the school leaders. And I agree with

Rachel that if we keep working, we can have
the children of America educating the rest
of us about this problem, and then it will
go away for sure.

Miami has dealt with the biggest chal-
lenges that drugs present to America. And
Miami knows that what I have said about the
world toward which we are moving is true.
We are going into a world of enormous possi-
bility for our people, dominated by global
trade and high technology. You have worked
very hard to see that the people of southern
Florida reap the benefits of global trade and
high technology.

But you also know that the more open our
borders are, the more freely people can trav-
el, the more freely money can move and in-
formation and technology can be transferred,
the more vulnerable we are to people who
would seek to undermine the very fabric of
civilized life, whether through terrorism, the
weapons of mass destruction, organized
crime, or drugs and sometimes through all
of the above.

So the great challenge we face, my fellow
Americans, is how to get the benefits of this
world toward which we are moving and not
be exposed to the forces that would under-
mine our ability to raise strong children in
strong families in good, strong communities.

That’s what this national drug strategy is
about. It focuses on rising drug use among
children. It confronts head-on the fact that
crime and drugs are vicious co-conspirators.
You heard General McCaffrey allude to that.
A significant percentage of the people in the
prison systems of America today are there
because of drug problems. If they weren’t
stealing money to pay for a drug habit, deal-
ing drugs in the first place, or behaving irra-
tionally because of an addiction to drugs, we
would be spending that money on educating
our children and building our future instead
of maintaining a prison system. And that’s
what we ought to do.

But all of you here at George Washington
Carver are a shining example of what it will
ultimately take to make a drug strategy work
all across America, people at the grassroots
level. This school—I’ve heard you cheering
for it before. But I want you to know why
we’re here. We are not here by accident. And
we are not here because of anything we have
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done. We are here because of what you have
done: zero guns, zero assaults, zero incidents
of drug-related violence, zero drugs. That’s
where America ought to go and where Amer-
ica can go.

We are here because of what Miami has
done. I have watched this city and this county
recover from a massive storm to host the
Summit of the Americas, to attract the South-
ern Command of the United States military,
and now to set a standard that all other cities
should follow in reducing the problem of
drug abuse. The Coalition for a Safe and
Drug-Free Community has worked hard
with all the rest of the people here so that
drug use dropped more than 50 percent be-
tween 1991 and 1993 alone. That was the
biggest decline in any metropolitan area in
the country. I’d like to see that on some of
the TV shows on prime time about Miami.

Let me again thank the members of the
Coalition. I thank the students here today
and I thank the Attorney General, who was
a founding member back when she had her
other job here in Dade County—or as those
of us in the administration say, back when
we had a life, Janet Reno lived in Miami,
and I thank her for what she did and for
what you are doing.

Now while it is true that in the end this
work has to be done student by student, fam-
ily by family, school by school, neighborhood
by neighborhood, we must acknowledge that
the Nation’s Government has a role to play.
In this new era, when we are reducing the
size of Government and its burden, when we
have a Federal Establishment that today in
1996 is the smallest the National Govern-
ment has been since 1965—and by the end
of this year it will be the smallest it’s been
since 1962—we still have responsibilities to
help people throughout America make the
most of their own lives and their families and
their communities.

And a big part of that is to make sure
Americans can feel secure in their homes,
on their streets, and in their schools, with
drug-free homes, drug-free streets, and drug-
free schools.

Our crime bill is helping reduce the crime
rate by giving communities police officers,
100,000 of them, in community settings in
America; banning 19 deadly assault weapons.

The Brady bill, which now requires a waiting
period before you can buy a handgun, has
kept 60,000 people with criminal records
from purchasing guns and endangering inno-
cent citizens. It is working.

I was so inspired by my personal experi-
ence watching your drug court here, and the
Attorney General’s experience when she took
office, that we have worked hard to help oth-
ers establish drug courts around America.
There are now more than 100 of them in
the United States, and I think every commu-
nity ought to have one, and we’re going to
keep going until every community has the
chance to have one.

We’ve also used the crime bill to help
schools fight drugs and violence, to help
them support programs like D.A.R.E. and
GREAT, to help them with gang prevention,
and when they’re needed, with things like
metal detectors and increased securities. We
are opening the way to do more in this area.

But I want to say a special word of thanks
to the people here who have taken a pledge
to abstain from drugs and alcohol. You heard
Rachel talk about that. I believe that if every
student in every school in America took that
pledge and reaffirmed it on a regular basis,
a lot of these other things would not be nec-
essary. So I’d like to ask all the students who
have taken that pledge to stand today. If you
took a pledge to be free of drugs and alcohol,
stand up and the rest of us would like to
applaud you. [Applause]

While not every community in America
can claim the results that Miami can, you
should know that every year for the last 3
years, murders have dropped and robberies
have dropped and drug use has dropped.
Monthly drug use today is roughly half of
what it was 10 years ago in America. The
number of cocaine users has fallen by 30 per-
cent in the last 3 years alone. But we have
a lot to do. And again, it’s why we’re at this
school. The most perplexing problem that we
face in this area is this: While the drug rate
has gone down, drug usage among people
under 18 has gone up. While the crime rate
has gone down, random violence among peo-
ple under 18 has gone up. The children who
are here today are the battleground of today
and tomorrow. They are the people for whom
we must fight this great battle, and they are
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the ones we must rely on to win it by working
with them.

That is why I am announcing today a new
and intensified strategy to battle drugs that
builds and improves on the work we have
done over the last 3 years, calls for more re-
sources from the Nation than ever before,
and targets those resources better than ever.
This National Drug Control Strategy of 1996,
as General McCaffrey said, is meant to be
a 10-year plan. He worked on it very, very
hard with many others. I want to thank him
again for it, and I want to thank him for being
willing to give up his four stars and his mili-
tary command to fight America’s most impor-
tant battle for the future.

Very briefly, this strategy has five very con-
crete goals: Number one, to get young peo-
ple to reject drugs—that’s what you’re doing
here; number two, to use effective treatment
and prevention to break this vicious cycle
that links drugs to violent crime; third, to stop
drugs at the border, the way we are doing
at the Miami Customs Office where tech-
nology and street smarts are catching more
drugs with less inconvenience to arriving visi-
tors; fourth, to break up the sources of sup-
ply, whether they are cocaine farms in Co-
lombia or methamphetamine labs in Califor-
nia; and finally, to reduce the terrible social
and economic costs imposed by drugs on our
society, $69 billion in the last year.

Now, to meet these goals, we are asking
Congress as we cut spending and move to-
ward a balanced budget, to increase funding
for the drug war by 9.3 percent. We can’t
stop drugs if our schools, hospitals, and com-
munities don’t have the tools they need to
get the job done. We have to have the sup-
port of Congress to do this.

Make no mistake about it, this has got to
be a bipartisan, American, nonpolitical effort.
If we’re going to keep our commitment to
put 100,000 new community police officers
on the street, we are going to have to do
that. If we are going to keep our commitment
to give schools the funds they need for the
Safe and Drug Free Schools program, we
have to do that. And I am proud that the
budget I signed last week from the Congress
included both those programs.

We are also working hard in Washington
to try to protect you from new problems be-
fore they come to your doorstep, and that’s
an important job of the Nation’s Govern-
ment. I thank Secretary Rubin for getting the
early warning on Rohypnol, a powerful and
dangerous sedative, to stop it from flooding
across our borders. I thank the Attorney
General for the work she has done with Gen-
eral McCaffrey and others on the meth-
amphetamine strategy. That is a deadly drug.
It is gaining in popularity. In 2 years, deaths
from this drug have doubled. I’m glad it’s
not here yet, but we have to stop it before
it becomes the crack of the 1990’s. And we
are going after it right now.

So let me say again, if we’re going to win
this battle, we have to be prepared to pay
the price of time, we have to be prepared
to ask ourselves, each and every one of us,
what is our job? This national drug control
strategy is our effort to answer the question:
What is our job? What is the President’s job?
What is the Cabinet’s job? What is General
McCaffrey’s job?

But we know in the end it is all of you
here at the community level doing your jobs
that will determine the fate of the children
who are here. And ultimately it is their job
to say ‘‘no’’ to destructive forces in their lives
and ‘‘yes’’ to the future, ‘‘no’’ to an empty
fantasy land and ‘‘yes’’ to the fantasy of an
unimaginable future that is out there for all
of our young people who will prepare them-
selves for it. That is, ultimately, the goal we
must all share and work for as Americans.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in the
George Washington Carver Middle School. In his
remarks, he referred to Pregri Heise, principal,
George Washington Carver Middle School; Alvah
Chapman, director, Knight-Ridder, Inc.; Marilyn
Culp, executive director, Miami Coalition for a
Safe and Drug-Free Community; Tad Foote,
president, University of Miami; Judge Stanley
Goldstein, 11th Circuit; Dorothy Perry, chief ex-
ecutive officer, Youth Progressing, Inc.; and Ra-
chel Berne, middle school student who introduced
the President.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the National
Drug Control Strategy
April 29, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress

the 1996 National Drug Control Strategy.
This Strategy carries forward the policies and
principles of the 1994 and 1995 Strategies.
It describes new directions and initiatives to
confront the ever-changing challenges of
drug abuse and trafficking

This past March I convened the White
House Leadership Conference on Youth,
Drug Use, and Violence in order to focus
the Nation’s attention on two major health
problems faced by young people today—
drug use and violence. The conference
brought together over 300 young people, par-
ents, clergy, community and business lead-
ers, judges, prosecutors, police, entertainers,
media executives, researchers, and treatment
and prevention specialists from across Amer-
ica to examine solutions and keep us moving
forward with proven strategies. The Vice
President, General Barry McCaffrey, and I
met with the participants in a series of round-
table discussions, discussing how to strength-
en the efforts of families, the media, commu-
nities, schools, businesses, and government
to reduce drug use and violence. Participants
left with new energy and new ideas, deter-
mined to return home and begin implement-
ing the solutions and strategies discussed that
day.

This conference took place at an important
juncture in America’s ongoing fight against
drug abuse. In the last few years our nation
has made significant progress against drug
use and related crime. The number of Ameri-
cans who use cocaine has been reduced by
30 percent since 1992. The amount of money
Americans spend on illicit drugs has declined
from an estimated $64 billion five years ago
to about $49 billion in 1993—a 23 percent
drop. We are finally gaining ground against
overall crime: drug-related murders are
down 12 percent since 1989; robberies are
down 10 percent since 1991.

At the same time, we have dealt serious
blows to the international criminal networks
that import drugs into America. Many power-

ful drug lords, including leaders of Colom-
bia’s notorious Cali cartel, have been ar-
rested. A multinational air interdiction pro-
gram has disrupted the principal air route
for smugglers between Peru and Colombia.
The close cooperation between the United
States, Peru, and other governments in the
region has disrupted the cocaine economy in
several areas. Our efforts have decreased
overall cocaine production and have made
coca planting less attractive to the farmers
who initiate the cocaine production process.
And I have taken the serious step of cutting
off all non-humanitarian aid to certain drug
producing and trafficking nations that have
not cooperated with the United States in nar-
cotics control. Further, I have ordered that
we vote against their requests for loans from
the World Bank and other multi-lateral de-
velopment banks. This clearly underscores
the unwavering commitment of the United
States to stand against drug production and
trafficking.

Here at home, we have achieved major
successes in arresting, prosecuting, and dis-
mantling criminal drug networks. In Miami,
the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Pro-
gram, through its operational task forces, suc-
cessfully concluded a major operation that
resulted in the indictments of 252 individuals
for drug trafficking and other drug-related
crimes. Operations conducted by the Drug
Enforcement Administration’s Mobile En-
forcement Teams programs (MET), a highly
successful federal tool for assisting local law
enforcement, have resulted in more than
1,500 arrests of violent and predatory drug
criminals in more than 50 communities
across the nation.

But as the White House Leadership Con-
ference on Youth, Drug Use, and Violence
showed, now is the time to press forward.
We must not let up for a moment in our
efforts against drug abuse, and drug abuse
by young people, particularly.

There are many reasons why young people
do continue to use drugs. Chief among these
are ignorance of the facts about addiction
and the potency of drugs, and complacency
about the danger of drugs. Unfortunately, all
too often we see signs of complacency about
the dangers of drug use: diminished attention
to the drug problem by the national media;
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